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Marjorie G. Schmidt : Growing California Native Plants (California Natural History Guides)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Growing California Native Plants 
(California Natural History Guides): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Ahead of its time!By David W. CarrI have really gotten into native 
landscaping particularly because my biology background and the fact that they require less maintenance and water. 
The author really gave a lot of insight into growing native plants to California. This is a pretty detailed book, which 
might be a bit for much for some readers, but if you are really into the subject I would recommend it. If you are 
looking for nice photos of examples and plant palettes and a quicker read there other great books on to fill that need. 
This book is really one of the forerunners of the native landscape movement.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Using California native plants for your yardBy LIEDE-MARIE HAITSMALiving in California I'm always 
looking for ways to conserve water and yet have a flowering yard and containers; this book is very helpful in showing 
the various plants available; all of the nurseries that I go to have these plants; most of my plants are growing in 
containers (small and large) and they are terra cotta; I would highly recommend this book!1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Best Native Book Ever!By Steven L EvansIf you are growing natives in your yard, and want 
to save seed or propagate anything, this is the book!

This is the first comprehensive book to aid the gardener in making a start with native plants. It takes the gardener 
through the beginning steps of identifying native plants, evaluating them in relation to conventional garden materials, 
and learning detailed techniques of propagation and culture. Annuals, perennials (including ferns), bulbs, shrubs and 
trees are includedwith about 350 species treated in detail, and many others included in charts and listings for quick 
reference.A few California native plants have been in cultivation for a hundred years or so, but widespread 
consciousness of natives is relatively recent. It has arisen partly because of the recent drought, which natives survived 
more readily than exotics, and partly because of growing awareness that many natives have become rare or 
endangered, and may be preserved and perpetuated by cultivation for their ornamental qualities. The book is in full 
accord with the new trend in landscaping in which the environment, climate, and restricted water supplies are taken 
into accountnot only for gardens but also for parks, roadside plantings, and other large-scale landscaping.Because 
propagation and cultural methods for many native plants have never been recorded, the author spent years gathering 
information through correspondence. She has also had personal experience in growing natives for more than 30 years. 
The result is the first complete, practical, convenient guide for growing native plants. It will be essential for the 
experienced gardener and the beginner alike.

"The author has selected the best candidates for the garden from the state flora and provides descriptions, cultural 
information and an estimate of the garden value for each species." -- American HorticulturistAbout the AuthorMajorie 
G. Schmidt has written a column on growing native plants for Fremontia, the journal of the California Native Plant 
Society, and has also contributed to many other horticultural journals. 


