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Kerry Walters : Growing God: A Guide for Spiritual Gardeners  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Growing God: A Guide for Spiritual Gardeners: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Not just for Aunt Mildred who likes to putter in the gardenBy Lewis 
BernanWhen my wife gave me this for Lent reading, I thought it was going to be just another cutsie gardening book 
sprinkled with a few feel-good quotes from the bible. Wrong! This isn't a gardening book at all. What it is is a 
guidebook for spiritual awakening to God within. I've read it once, and I plan to meditate on each of it's chapters in the 
weeks of Lent.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Awesome BookBy Shawn ChisholmI am teaching a 5 
week spiritual gardening class using this book as a guide. As the first chapter teaches, it makes you stop and listen to 
what God is telling you and makes you look at your own spiritual garden. I would recommend this book to everyone, 
gardener or not.

This beautifully written and uplifting book is a user's guide to "spiritual horticulture" as practiced and taught by Jesus 
the gardener. Springboarding off the Parable of the Sower, the book explores how spiritual seekers can grow in God 
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and grow of God. Growth in God is discovering and nurturing the divine seed already within us all. Growth of God is 
creatively cooperating to bring about the Kingdom of Heaven on earth or what Walters calls the "secret garden." When 
we cultivate the divine seed within us, we both grow into full humanhood and allow God to grow into full Godhood. 
Even non-gardeners will relate to the images found in each fast-reading chapter: "Breaking Ground" is about preparing 
for spiritual gardening by learning to listen first to God, then to the mysterious stirrings within. "Surviving Drought" 
shows how to prepare for spiritual dryness and how to recognize, within it, opportunities for new growth. "Fertilizing" 
follows the rule that less is more; over-fertilizing springs from mistrust. "Pruning" is learning single-mindedness of 
purpose to discover what is realistically possible and what distractions must be dropped. And the final chapter, 
"Enchanted Garden," talks about finally living in the garden and growing God. Seekers of all Christian denominations 
will find this a heartwarming and encouraging book that will help them deepen their spiritual lives. It's particularly 
good for gardeners, for anyone making or celebrating new beginnings, and for gift buyers year round but especially 
during springtime and Easter. Pastors and pastoral counselors will find this a good general book to recommend as well 
as to use in group discussions.

This book uses a variety of gardening images to show seekers how to nurture the divine seed within us all. -- Spiritual 
Book NewsThis powerful book uses a variety of gardening images as well as the Parable of the Sower. -- Spiritual 
Book NewsAbout the AuthorKerry Walters is the William Bittinger Professor of Philosophy and Edwin T. and 
Cynthia Shearer Johnson Distinguished Teaching Professor in the Humanities at Gettysburg College. His many books 
include Paulist Press's Spirituality of the Handmaid, Soul Wilderness, and Godlust. He lives in Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania. 


