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Ann-Marie Powell : Hardscape: Innovative Hard Landscaping Materials for Gardens  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hardscape: Innovative Hard Landscaping 
Materials for Gardens: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great learning toolBy shaernurseWhat beautiful and innovative 
designs this book has. My husband and I wanted to landscape much of our property with stone. We actually did more 
than planned because we were so impressed by much of the ideas in this book. A concern of ours was the price. Much 
of the simpler projects you find you can do yourself (such as the small retaining wall around the garden), which saved 
on additional labor costs. We were guided which stones to use, and stones that could be found around the property. For 
the work that was a bit more extensive we called in a professional and showed him from the book what we wanted. He 
was very much impressed with this book himself.The thing that is so great about these designs is that they are 
extremely detailed. They tell you in what season the garden will be at its peak, whether it will work in a sunny or 
shady spot, and exactly which plants they suggest, including how many you should buy. Additionally, each design 
comes with a grid that shows how big the garden is so that you can scale it to the size of your space. Each plant that is 
referenced in a design includes a short description and page numbers for the "plant profile" at the back of the book. 
The plant profiles discuss plant care, maintenance, and other important details in greater depth. It is easy to flip back 
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and forth from a design to the profiles while planning your garden.Toward the back of the book, there are detailed 
instructions for buying, planting, and pruning plants, as well as a great section on how to install stone walkways, 
arbors, retaining walls, and more. You couldn't ask for a more helpful guide to landscaping. I paired it with Month by 
Month Gardening in Texas (a less comprehensive but also helpful manual) and I now feel completely confident 
tackling the numerous gardens and planters around my property!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. I'm 
swooningBy Paula Not from GualalaOh those Brits and their gardens! The book arrived 10 minutes ago and already 
I'm dizzy with joy. Beautifully photographed ideas for hardscape materials in situ from stone and wood to rubber and 
metal to ceramics and glass. Structure, boundry, and surface. Oh my!

Hardscape explores the intrinsic beauty of hard landscaping materials and the enormous opportunities they allow for 
making fast, innovative and stylish changes to your garden. Ann-Marie Powell takes materials like slate, concrete, 
granite, decking, willow and steel, and shows how to use them with great impact in the garden: re-roofing the garden 
shed with timber shingles, mosaic work on floors and walls, living willow fences, arbours and gazebos are just some 
of the makeovers she has in mind. This will be both a sourcebook and a project book suitable for inspirational and 
practical reference alike.

About the AuthorAnn-Marie Powell is a garden designer, presenter and writer. She presented design build projects on 
Garden Doctors and filmed Lost Gardens with Monty Don for Channel 4. At present she is filming a new series of 
Real Gardens for Channel 4. Her garden design work has included advice on planting for the contractors working at 
Sky Television's new corporate HQ and advising the Head Gardener at Elton John's private estate. She writes for New 
Eden, Homeflair and GE's Inspirations. Ann-Marie lives in London. 


