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Keith Davitt : Hardscaping: How to Use Structures, Pathways, Patios Ornaments in Your Garden  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hardscaping: How to Use 
Structures, Pathways, Patios Ornaments in Your Garden: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Adore it!By Kathryn FitzgeraldI absolutely adore this book. The 
photos are glorious, and there are plenty of them. It is especially pleasing to see the "before" and "after" pictures, and 
to realize that even my own neglected yard could look good.The idea of separating an outdoor space into separate 
"rooms" is a revelation. Even with a fairly small backyard, we can express three or four distinct themes.This is a well-
written, thoughtful, fun, and beautiful book; it refreshes my spirit and engenders creativity.7 of 8 people found the 
following review helpful. One of my fav. garden books!By C. RasmussenThis book is loaded with beautiful photos of 
garden pathways, patios and structures. Good use of before, after and during construction pictures. Great design 
lessons. I'll be referring to this design book often.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. GiftBy patriceGave 
it to our nephew. He uses it for improved ideas and methods and has shown improvment in the projects he completes
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The flowers are blossoming, the foliage looks fantastic, and the plant combinations are gorgeous. So why doesnt your 
garden satisfy? The problem just might be a lack of hardscapingstructures like arbors, walls, fountains, pools, and 
decks that delineate, ornament, animate, and add dimensionality to a garden. Using both his own and others layouts, a 
top garden designer reveals why these structures are so important and how to incorporate them into the landscape. 
Each chapter examines a specific principle (creating balance, instilling motion, establishing focal points), and features 
illuminating discussions of style, function, application, and plantings, as well as magnificent projects. Bring fresh life 
to a garden by adding a curvaceous patio with a rill, a sculpture plinth on a terraced platform, or a Victorian room.

From BooklistGardens consisting solely of flowering and foliage plants may be lovely, but they may also lack a sense 
of unification or completion. One way of introducing structure, interest, balance, and focus to a botanically dense 
landscape is through the application of hardscape elements. Whether it's a simple concrete birdbath emerging from a 
groundcover bed or an elaborate masonry walkway meandering through a perennial border, such structural 
ornamentation can be incorporated into gardens of any style and size. Giving straightforward advice and instruction, 
Davitt guides gardeners through the function and purpose of paths, walls, fountains, arbors, and other garden 
structures; helpfully suggests companion plantings; and provides dramatic before-and-after color photographs to 
illustrate the power of hardscape to transform and improve garden settings. Carol HaggasCopyright American Library 
Association. All rights reserved "This is a handsome guide that belongs in all landscaping collections. Highly 
recommended." --"Library Journal""" "Giving straightforward advice and instruction, Davitt guides gardeners through 
the function and purpose of paths, walls, fountains, arbors, and other garden structures." --"Booklist" 


