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Victoria Kastner, Victoria Garagliano : Hearst's San Simeon: The Gardens and the Land  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hearst's San Simeon: The Gardens and the 
Land: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. SAN SIMEON'S LASTING BEAUTYBy SunnyThis is the real 
prize San Simeon,really beautiful and deeply inspiring. The hidden and enduring splendor of the Hearst Castle is really 
it'sexterior. A more complete picture that will endure beyond it's interior.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Very Good Overview of the Gardens and OutbuildingsBy Loyd EskildsonAn excellent photographic and 
narrative summary of the incredible outbuildings and gardens surrounding Hearst Castle. Fortunately, the photos were 
taken prior to the last major California earthquake that resulted in cracking the beautiful pool, its drainage, and 
subsequent years of sitting empty.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful bookBy CustomerAs 
the cover photo shows, this is a lovely book on the beauty and stunning architecture that Julia Morgan and Hearst 
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planned together. They certainly worked well together and she was able to interpret his wishes; not an easy task. 
Again, a lovely book.

Hearst Castle in San Simeon, California, was more than just a country house, and many of its finest features were 
outside, not inside. In Hearst's San Simeon: The Gardens and the Land, the castle's official historian Victoria Kastner 
takes readers on a time-traveling tour of the estate, from the beginning of its construction to the present. 

About the AuthorVictoria Kastner, Hearst Castle's historian, has written and lectured about San Simeon's land and 
buildings for nearly thirty years. She has master's degrees from the University of California at Santa Barbara and 
George Washington University. She lives in Los Osos, California. Victoria Garagliano has photographed the Hearst 
estate since 1994. She is a graduate of Brooks Institute in Santa Barbara and lives in San Simeon, California. 


