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49 of 49 people found the following review helpful. This new edition is even better than the firstBy A CustomerThisis
one of my absolute favorite references on perennia garden plants. Alan Armitage really givesyou a"feel" for each
plant, giving you the sense that you know its likes and dislikes before you've even seen one. Heincludes all the
information you need: cultural information including cold and heat hardiness, identification information, and
propagation. Much of thisis provided in a descriptive format which is very useful because the minor quirks of each
plant can be included. | have found his information right on target nearly 100% of the time. Of great valueishis
experience in avariety of climates. This makesit possible for you to judge accurately how a plant will perform for
you. | have thefirst edition of thisbook aswell. If you are familiar with that edition, thisis nearly identical in style
and format, but with expanded species and cultivar listings. A few species, such as ironweed, are new. Others, such as
trillium, appear to be greatly expanded, with more information on identifying the species and varieties within the
genus. Cultivar listings are greatly expanded and have been brought up-to-date. If you aready have thefirst edition, |
believe buying the second iswell worth it if you are a dedicated gardener or gardening professional--but certainly not
anecessity. The sections on lilies and peonies and iris, and other such plants that have their own societies and
numerous books all their own, appear to be unexpanded (which is probably wise).7 of 7 people found the following
review helpful. The Best for PerennialsBy J. CooperThisis my go to reference for perennial plants. Informative, witty,
just agood read for serious gardeners. More information on culture of specific cultivars than any other.Unfortunately,
I'm told that Dr. Armitage has retired from the University of Georgia and is how turning his attention to shrubs, so |
suspect we will not see another edition of this book. If you love gardening, get this one while you can.A Virginia
Gardener61 of 62 people found the following review helpful. Encyclopedic and opinionated; points off for spellingBy
John BogganAllan Armitage knows his plants. That's what |'ve always heard, and this book amply demonstratesit.
This book covers just about every garden perennial grown in North America, including many that most of us would
consider annuals or at best tender perennials (e.g., cannas). Armitage isn't afraid to tell his opinion of any plant,
straightforwardly telling the reader that that's exactly what he's doing--something | especially appreciate as gardening
issuch an individual and idiosyncratic activity. Anybody who feigns objectivity with regard to gardening is being
disingenuous at best. There are two major drawbacks with this book. The first, and most forgivable, is the dearth of
color photos. There are just afew tucked in the middle of the book, illustrating a small minority of the plants discussed
in the text. Color photos are expensive, and given a choice between pretty pictures and informative text, I'm at a point
in my gardening life where I'll go with the text. | can always ook up the picturesin the other gardening books | have,
which often have precious little information to go with them. Unfortunately, this will probably discourage many a
casual book browser from buying this book--people want to see the pretty pictures, darn it! But that's not the author's
fault, and it's a shame, since this book has so much good information. Unfortunately, the line drawings that stand in for
photos of many of the plants are very uneven in quality, and some are worse than no picture at all.The second major
fault, and one that | found very frustrating and far less forgivable given that Armitageis an expert in hisfield as well
as aprofessional, isthe large number of typographical errors, misspellings, and other errorsin the book. Did anybody
bother to proofread this thing??? Both plant names and other words are misspelled. In more than one case, aword or
name is misspelled the same way more than once (e.g., "Hildago" for "Hidalgo", Y ucca "filimentosa" for
"filamentosa), suggesting that they are not simple goofs or typos. Gardeners have a hard enough time spelling plant
names without being misled by the pros! These errors mar what is otherwise an excellent and informative book.
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.com Allan Armitage has awell-deserved reputation for serving up solid information with precision and humor. Now
based in Georgia, Armitage began his gardening career in Montreal. Thus, he knows alot about what happens to plants
in both Northern and Southern gardens. He shares his experience and experiments with great good will, offering a
depth and breadth of information that is rarely surpassed. Armitage's take on hundreds of hardy perennials includes
cultural specifics, propagation techniques, and suggested companions. This chunky book may seem intimidating, but
don't let the textbook look put you off--all the information, technical or otherwise, is presented in clear, accessible
terms that won't puzzle beginners yet offer advanced gardeners the answers they are seeking. On the whole, Armitage
avoids trendy tender perennials such as Meconopsis (the blue Himalayan poppy) that don't perform well for most
North American gardeners. His focusison solidly hardy plants, those that thrive in USDA zones 3 to 8. He does,
however, include afew newly popular plants such as Gunnera, the enormous Chilean foliage plants, and there are
lengthy sections for hellebores, heucheras, and other horticulturally hot plants, mentioning and rating many of the
newest named selections. --Ann LovejoyFrom Library Journal Armitage's wonderful, lively descriptions of both
ordinary and rare perennials more than offset the limited number of photos and illustrations. A perfect companion to
The Random House Book of Perennials (see below). For large public and horticultural libraries. Copyright 1999 Reed
Business Information, Inc.



