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7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Authentic and Condescending ToneBy M.V.I bought this book 
because I love Eastlake furniture and wanted to know more.You can expect a stuffy, judgmental sort of tone while he 
gives you tips on how to decorate and furnish your home... which I don't mind, the tone seems about right for someone 
writing during the end of the Victorian era! This book is wordy and reads like a series of essays. It is not light reading. 
If you were expecting a home decorating magazine from the Victorian era this is not really it (e.g. "40 hot tips for 
window covers!"). I could not just flip through this book idly; I had to sit in a quiet place, concentrate, and reflect on 
what he was trying to say. If you want to challenge yourself to some Victorian-era reading comprehension and get 
your brain working while you learn about Eastlake's opinions on decorating, go for it! Great stuff.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Not quite what I wanted.By P. NortonThe pictures are mainly one piece of furniture at a 
time. I was hoping more to see how rooms were put together.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Need 
Univeral HInts that are centuries old.By Thmas E. ReecPurchased the book because of its influence of this author on 
William Morris and the later Arts and Craft Movement. The author spoke as an architect who emphasized purchasing 
well crafted items and goods for the home, and design the entire home with one simple theme throughout the entry hall 
to the bedrooms. It had an influence on the Arts and Craft designers who started to incorporate textiles, pottery, 
furniture, and metal works for all of the customer's needs.Beyond the historic references, the book was revealing to the 
modern designer and family seeking household purchases. All of us inherit lousy furniture and then buy one item at a 
time, and wonder why the house does not fit together. The author clearly states that we must know and seek out 
specific items that fit and go together to create a livable

One of the most important books in the history of 19th century interior design, serving as a basic source on what was 
proper, beautiful, and efficient for architects, manufacturers, and decorators. Eastlake details furnishings of all types, 
decorative objects, cupboards, color combinations, carpeting and rugs, wallpaper, and much more. Over 100 
illustrations


